Campaign for Labor Rights (CLR) 


CLR is a loose coalition of unions and other organizations. Unions such as 
UNITE (textile workers), the United Farm Workers (UFW) and the United Electrical, 
Radio, and Machine Workers of America (UE) are joined by several groups with interests 
in labor rights and human rights. The coalition also includes faith-based groups such as 
the National Interfaith Committee for Worker Justice (NICWJ). The theme that unifies 
this coalition is an emphasis on child labor, exploitation of women, and the inhuman 
conditions in sweatshops. 


Frame 
GLOBALIZATION WITH A HUMAN FACE (see Resource Kit, Globalization 
Frames) 


Success Indicators: 

Labor Rights (LR): This begins at 100 and is raised by actions that improve job 
conditions and human rights for workers in the United States and abroad. It is lowered by 
actions that make job conditions and human rights worse for workers in the United States 
and abroad. 

Global Poverty Reduction (GPR): This index measures the percentage of people 
in each country who are living below the subsistence level. It begins at 100 and is raised 
by actions that decrease the number of people living in poverty and is lowered by actions 
that increase the number. 

Constituency Support (CS): This begins at 100 and is raised by actions that 
increase financial and political support for CLR by allies and potential supporters. It is 
lowered by actions that decrease financial and political support for CRL by allies and 
potential supporters. 

Overall Success = (LR + GPR + 2CPS) / 4 


Recommended to Print from Resource Kit: 
You should make hard copies of the following parts of the Resource Kit to read 
ahead of time or bring with you to the game sessions: 
*** Glossary of Technical Terms 
*** GLOBALIZATION WITH A HUMAN FACE frame 


The following parts of the Resource Kit are relevant for different proposals in the 
game. Here you may wish to employ a division of labor on your team in examining 
them: 


*** A-Team Special Programs, HIPC Initiative and Micro-Credit Programs. 
*#* SAPs (Structural Adjustment Programs) 
*** TMF Governance. 

**** TTO Fundamental Conventions. 

*** Micro-Credit Programs. 

**** Regional Trading Blocs. 

*** Food Sovereignty. 

**** Restoration of Communal Lands. 

*** Investor Rights Clauses 

*** Canital Controls 

*** TRIP Agreements. 

*e* MEAS 

*** Tobin Taxes 


Notes: 


Jarol B. Manheim (2001) The Death of a Thousand Cuts (Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence 
Erlbaum Associates), pp. 130-31, describes the Campaign for Labor Rights. He writes: 


"The theme that unifies many of the CLR campaigns is the emphasis on child 
labor, exploitation of women, and the inhuman conditions in sweatshops, all set against 
the unwillingness of prominent companies to accept responsibility for the working 
conditions imposed by their suppliers. From a strategic perspective, this thematic clearly 
establishes CLR campaigns on the moral high ground. . . In many instances, that is a 
legitimate exercise. However, the reliance on this theme also masks other, less altruistic 
interests, some economic and others political. It is clear, for example, that UNITE has a 
vested interest in raising the cost of production in low-wage markets to render domestic 
American production more competitive; it also has an interest in punishing companies 
that move jobs overseas." 


Priority Rating for Committees 


Team 


1. High priority. A member of our team should be on this committee as a 
participant or an observer. 

2. Medium priority. If we have sufficient members on our team, one should be on 
this committee. 

3. Low priority. We have only a marginal interest in this committee and don’t 
need to be represented on it. 
Priority Rating for Committees: 

___ Development 

___ Trade 

Finance 
____ Debt Relief 


____ Corporate Regulation 


Countervailing Institutions 


Voting Form 


Team 


Committee recommending proposal: (Circle One) 
Development Trade Finance Debt Relief 
Corporate Regulation Countervailing Institutions 


Name of Proposal 


Vote: 
___ Yes, unconditionally. 


___ Yes, but on the following conditions: (specify) 


___ Abstain. 
__ No 
Committee recommending proposal: (Circle One) 
Development Trade Finance Debt Relief 


Corporate Regulation Countervailing Institutions 


Name of Proposal 


Vote: 
___ Yes, unconditionally. 


___ Yes, but on the following conditions: (specify) 


____ Abstain. 


No 


